
soldiers, during the Commune of 1871, to refuse to obey when ordered to shoot
their brothers. It has given courage to the men who mutinied on Russian warships
during recent years. It will eventually bring about the uprising of all the oppressed
and downtrodden against their international exploiters. . . .

When we have undermined the patriotic lie, we shall have cleared the path for
that great structure wherein all nationalities shall be united into a universal broth-
erhood,—a truly FREE SOCIETY.

• • •

One of the most dramatic labor struggles in American history took place in
Lawrence, Massachusetts, in 1912 when textile workers, mostly women,
European immigrants speaking a dozen different languages, carried on a strike
during the bitterly cold months of January to March 1912. Despite police violence
and hunger, they persisted, and were victorious against the powerful textile mill
owners. Borrowing from the U.S. Declaration of Independence, the following strike
declaration, issued by the workers of Lawrence, was translated into the many lan-
guages of the immigrant textile workers in Massachusetts and circulated around
the world.

“Proclamation of the Striking Textile Workers of
Lawrence” (1912)5

We, the 20,000 textile workers of Lawrence, are out on strike for the right to live
free from slavery and starvation; free from overwork and underpay; free from a state
of affairs that had become so unbearable and beyond our control, that we were com-
pelled to march out of the slave pens of Lawrence in united resistance against the
wrongs and injustice of years and years of wage slavery.

In our fight we have suffered and borne patiently the abuse and calumnies of
the mill owners, the city government, police, militia, State government, legislature,
and the local police court judge. We feel that in justice to our fellow workers we
should at this time make known the causes which compelled us to strike against
the mill owners of Lawrence. We hold that as useful members of society and as
wealth producers we have the right to lead decent and honorable lives; that we ought
to have homes and not shacks; that we ought to have clean food and not adulter-
ated food at high prices; that we ought to have clothes suited to the weather and
not shoddy garments. That to secure sufficient food, clothing and shelter in a
society made up of a robber class on the one hand and a working class on the
other hand, it is absolutely necessary for the toilers to band themselves together
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and form a union, organizing its powers in such form as to them seem most likely
to effect their safety and happiness.

Prudence, indeed, will dictate that conditions long established should not be
changed for light or transient causes, and accordingly all experience has shown that
the workers are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right them-
selves, by striking against the misery to which they are accustomed. But when a
long train of abuses and ill treatment, pursuing invariably the same object, evinces
a design to reduce them to a state of beggary, it is their duty to resist such tactics
and provide new guards for their future security. Such has been the patient suf-
ferance of these textile workers, and such is now the necessity which compels them
to fight the mill-owning class.

The history of the present mill owners is a history of repeated injuries, all hav-
ing in direct object the establishment of an absolute tyranny over these textile
workers. To prove this let facts be submitted to all right-thinking men and women
of the civilized world. These mill owners have refused to meet the committees of
the strikers. They have refused to consider their demands in any way that is rea-
sonable or just. They have, in the security of their sumptuous offices, behind stout
mill gates and serried rows of bayonets and policemen’s clubs, defied the State, city,
and public. In fact, the city of Lawrence and the government of Massachusetts have
become the creatures of the mill owners. They have declared that they will not treat
with the strikers till they return to the slavery against which they are in rebellion.
They have starved the workers and driven them to such an extent that their homes
are homes no longer, inasmuch as the mothers and children are driven by the low
wages to work side by side with the father in the factory for a wage that spells bare
existence and untimely death. To prove this to the world the large death rate of
children under one year of age in Lawrence proves that most of these children
perish because they were starved before birth. And those who survive the starving
process grow up the victims of malnutrition. . . .

The brutality of the police in dealing with the strikers has aroused them to a
state of rebellious opposition to all such methods of maintaining order. The crimes
of the police during this trouble are almost beyond human imagination. They
have dragged young girls from their beds at midnight. They have clubbed the
strikers at every opportunity. They have dragged little children from their moth-
ers’ arms and with their clubs they have struck women who are in a state of preg-
nancy. They have placed people under arrest for no reason whatsoever. They have
prevented mothers from sending their children out of the city and have laid hold
of the children and the mothers violently and thr[own] the children into waiting
patrol wagons like so much rubbish. They have caused the death of a striker by
clubbing the strikers into a state of violence. They have arrested and clubbed
young boys and placed under arrest innocent girls for no offense at all. . . .
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The city government has denied the strikers the right to parade through the
streets. They have abridged public assemblage by refusing the strikers the use of the
city hall and public grounds for public meetings. They have turned the public build-
ings of the city into so many lodging houses for an army of hirelings and butchers.
They have denied the strikers the right to use the Common for mass meetings, and
they have ordered the police to take little children away from their parents, and they
are responsible for all the violence and brutality on the part of the police.

The Massachusetts Legislature has refused to use any of the money of the State
to help the strikers. They have voted $150,000 to maintain an army of 1,500
militiamen to be ready to shoot down innocent men, women, and children who
are out on strike for a living wage. They have refused to use the powers of the
State for the workers. They have appointed investigation committees, who declare,
after perceiving the signs of suffering on the part of the strikers on every side, that
there is no trouble with these people.

All the nations of the world are represented in this fight of the workers for
more bread. The flaxen-haired son of the North marches side by side with his
dark-haired brother of the South. They have toiled together in the factory for one
boss. And now they have joined together in a great cause, and they have cast aside
all racial and religious prejudice for the common good, determined to win a vic-
tory over the greed of the corrupt, unfeeling mill owners, who have ruled these peo-
ple so long with the whip of hunger and the lash of the unemployed.

Outlawed, with their children taken away from them, denied their rights before
the law, surrounded by bayonets of the militia, and driven up and down the streets
of the city by an overfed and arrogant body of police, these textile workers, sons
and daughters of the working class, call upon the entire civilized world to witness
what they have suffered at the hands of the hirelings of the mill-owning class.
These men and women can not suffer much longer; they will be compelled to
rise in armed revolt against their oppressors if the present state of affairs is allowed
to continue in Lawrence.

• • •

Among the many Wobblies who came to Massachusetts to show solidarity with the
Lawrence textile strikers was Arturo Giovannitti, an Italian born poet and labor
organizer. Soon after their arrival, Giovannitti and his friend Joseph Ettor were
accused by the mill owners of inciting violence. After a soldier in the Massachusetts
state militia killed an Italian woman, Ana LoPizzo, during the strike, local author-
ities charged an Italian striker and arrested Giovannitti and Ettor as “accessories
to the murder.” An international campaign was organized to support the three
defendants, who were finally acquitted in November 1912, eight months after
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