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A Small Needful Fact
Ross Gay

Is that Eric Garner worked
for some time for the Parks and Rec.
Horticultural Department, which means,
perhaps, that with his very large hands,
perhaps, in all likelihood,
he put gently into the earth
some plants which, most likely,
some of them, in all likelihood,
continue to grow, continue
to do what such plants do, like house
and feed small and necessary creatures,
like being pleasant to touch and smell,
like converting sunlight
into food, like making it easier
for us to breathe.
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Ross Gay is the author of Catalog of
Unabashed Gratitude (University of
Pittsburgh Press, 2015), winner of the
National Book Critics Circle Award
and the Kingsley Tufts Award.
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For Some Slight I Can't
Quite Recall

Ross Gay

2011

 
Was with the pudgy hands 
of a thirteen-year-old 
that I took the marble of 
his head 

Prayer for My Unborn
Niece or Nephew

Ross Gay

2011

 

To My Best Friend's Big
Sister

Ross Gay

2013

 
One never knows
does one
how one comes to be
standing
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